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COR CHRISTI

A new program to
form happy, healthy,
holy Catholic men
ready to begin priestly
formation.

BUILDING A FIRM FOUNDATION
Pre-Seminary Formation

F

orthcoming universal guidelines from the Congregation for Clergy require a “Propaedeutic Phase” to
redress shortcomings in seminary formation. Bishop
White Seminary’s assessment—drawn from years of living
with young men—is that those who feel called to the priesthood need a period of intense initial formation, a kind of “cultural detox,” allowing their hearts and minds to be cleansed
of secular values and replaced with a deep Catholic worldview. In essence, while our current college seminary largely
addresses the concerns of the Holy See, we feel more is needed. The Propaedeutic Phase is an opportunity for intense
metanoia—deep change of soul—before “seminary proper”
begins. We are proud to announce our new program: Cor
Christi Pre-Seminary Formation at McGivney Hall.
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A Totally Re-imagined First
Year of Formation

In accordance with the upcoming norms, Cor
Christi will be a distinctive one-year program
housed in a separate facility. Bishop White’s
College Seminary program will be shortened
to three years, and the first year of seminary
previously called “College I” will be a speciallydesigned “pre-seminary” year with its own staff,
schedule, and formation priorities. The usual
freshman coursework will be shifted to focus on
the integration of human and spiritual formation.

COR CHRISTI

P RIM A RY

F O C US

Human Formation

Authentic Masculinity. Solid human formation is essential in the life of each person, and
especially important in a priest. Since grace builds upon nature, the human formation program
is designed to help a man develop the heart of Christ with the virtues that will enable him to
cheerfully embrace a life of chaste celibacy, simplicity of life, obedience, and generous service to
others, especially the poor.

FORMING CATHOLIC GENTLEMEN
Men Who Are Bridges to Christ

M

ore than ever, bishops and vocation directors
insist that their men be formed first as Catholic
gentlemen—normal, relatable men who one day will
function well in ordinary parishes. Typically, young men arrive
for seminary formation good-hearted but rough-hewn, requiring
a period of maturation. Our aim in Cor Christi is to be pastorally
direct—gentle but firm—in addressing any human shortcomings.
This will provide a renewed emphasis on self-knowledge, selfdiscipline, and growth in virtue. Importantly, Cor Christi is
aimed at undergraduate young men who hope to enter a college
seminary, not a Pre-Theology program.

CORE
VALU E S

Love of God
Sacrifice
Fraternity
Unity

Charity
Hard work
Courage
Holiness
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Masculinity
Fatherhood
Generosity of heart
Humility & Humor

COR CHRISTI

P RIM A RY

F O C US

Spiritual Formation

Emphasis on Discernment. While entrants to Cor Christi will have been screened for

suitability by their respective dioceses, they will not be considered seminarians. Instead, depending
on the final language of the PPF-6th Edition, they will be known as “aspirants” or “candidates.”
Thus their entrance into college seminary is not assured, but must be discerned. The aim of Cor
Christi will be to help them ask the question, “Is God calling me to the priesthood of Jesus Christ
for my diocese?” and provide them the means to answer that question. Each man will be closely
accompanied in discernment, so by the end of the year he can enter college seminary freely and
without reservation.

ENTERING THE HEART OF CHRIST
Heart Speaking to Heart:
Becoming Men of Prayer

C

or Christi’s reduced academic intensity will allow more
time to focus on spiritual formation. We find that most
men are already practicing devotional prayer and adapt
quickly to liturgical prayer, but they are much less familiar with
mental prayer. Thus, we envision “prayer mentoring” in which
certain prayer methods such as lectio divina are coached prior to a
Holy Hour, and then discussed in small groups immediately following. The goal is to help each young man really pray deeply
with the Lord from his heart. Cor Christi’s goal is to build a solid
foundation for a rich prayer life right at the beginning of priestly
formation.
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The new program is named “Cor Christi”
because we want men to encounter the
heart of Jesus. The primary goal of the
program is to develop a deep relationship
with the Lord, which inspires and informs
all aspects of formation.

COR CHRISTI

B AS IC S

O F

T H E

FA I T H

The Core of Catholic Christianity

Integrated Formation. Cor Christi will integrate all four dimensions of formation. The
men will be taught “a sufficiently broad knowledge of the doctrine of the faith” (cf, Ratio
Fundamentalis, 156). In addition, they will be providing direct service to the poor and homeless
in downtown Spokane. Most “household” chores, cleaning, and yard work will be performed by
the men – another valuable aspect of formation .

PUTTING ON THE MIND OF CHRIST
Initiation to the Spiritual Life

I

n order for a man to receive a college degree in four years,
Cor Christi will include for-credit courses. However, there
will be fewer courses than what is usual for freshmen, and the
character of the coursework will be squarely focused on the basics
of the Faith. In-house instructors will teach classes on Scripture,
the Catechism, and the documents of Vatican II—exactly as
prescribed for the Propaedeutic Phase in the Ratio Fundamentalis
#155-157. These classes will likely be accredited through St.
Patrick Seminary in Menlo Park. Again, our vision is that the
the intellectual formation received will lead to a deeper faith and
interior transformation.

9

Classes will be held in-house. This will help
to preserve the “separateness” of Cor Christi
and help the men stay focused on human and
spiritual matters.

COR CHRISTI

A

NEW

BU I L D I N G

Introducing McGivney Hall

Current State of the Building & Plans for Renovation. The building is structurally
sound and has been continually occupied since it was erected in the 1950s. The layout is excellent,
the construction solid, and the utilities are in good shape. However, the last improvements appear
to have been made in the 1980s. While the entire building does not need to be gutted, the roof
needs to be replaced, the kitchen and bathrooms will require total renovation, some asbestos
needs to be abated, and most rooms need cosmetic updates. The Chapel, in particular, presents
an opportunity for an aesthetic overhaul. In general, the building has ”good bones” but needs
significant work.

Artist rendering of renewed exterior

PERFECT BUILDING & LOCATION
Renovating McGivney Hall

M

cGivney Hall is one block from Bishop White Seminary, and will function as a distinctly separate house
of formation with its own resident priest-formators
and staff. The men will have their own horarium, dining hall,
chapel, exercise facilities, and classrooms. Academic coursework
will remain in-house. At the same time, program participants
will retain a fraternal connection to the college seminarians at
Bishop White, coming together for special liturgies, seminars,
and events. In spirit and practice, however, it will fulfill the new
directives that the Propaedeutic Phase “be lived in a community distinct from the Major Seminary and... have its own house.”
Ratio Fundamentalis #60
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Originally built as a convent and currently
used to house men and women religious
studying at Gonzaga, McGivney Hall’s
“highest and best use” is for a house of
formation.

R E N OVATI O N S

A Solid Structure in Need of Updates

The exterior is solid but needs a new roof
and landscaping.

Some aspects of the building are adequate
with minimal updating needed.

There is plenty of space for library,
student lounge, exercise room, etc.

The kitchen will need to be gutted and
totally renovated.

The basic structure, walls, and foundation
of the building are sound.

The refectory will need to be expanded
and renovated.

Artist rendering of renewed student room

Current
student room

There are 20 student rooms that are set up in the “old convent” style, with a private sink. Most rooms do not need extensive renovation
other than painting and fixture updating. However, the common bathrooms will need a complete overhaul, and asbestos will be abated
throughout. After renovations, McGivney Hall will be a simple but suitable home for men in the Cor Christi Pre-Seminary program.

Artist rendering of chapel
renovation

TOTAL

RE D E S IG N

St. Vincent de Paul Chapel

T

he 830 sq-ft. chapel will be totally redesigned and re-named
“St. Vincent de Paul Chapel,” in honor of the great seminary
reformer of the seventeenth century. Our hope is that an individual
donor or a Knights of Columbus Council will fund the renovation.

Current chapel

MCGIVNEY HALL AFTER RENOVATIONS
FE AT U RES

830 sq-ft chapel
20 student rooms
2 formator suites
commercial kitchen
refectory

classrooms
meeting rooms
offices
student lounge
recreation room

exercise facility
laundry and storage
outdoor courtyard
parking

BUILT ON ROCK CAMPAIGN
Facility Purchase

Renovations

$1.4 Million

$1.6 Million

Program
Development
$600,000

Total Funding Goal: $3.6 Million
Cor Christi solves a problem that every bishop
will soon have: where to send first-year men for
the Propaedeutic Phase of formation. Cor Christi
Pre-Seminary Formation will provide a solution
for dioceses from the Western United States

Grants
$350,000

helping to build a solid foundation for future
priests. The fundraising campaign will rely on
gifts from dioceses, Catholic organizations, and
individuals throughout the region.

Campaign Goals

Sending
Dioceses
$500,000

Sending Dioceses

Bishops who currently enroll men at Bishop White Seminary

Vocation Allies

Individuals
$700,000
TOTAL
$3.6 million

Vocation
Allies
$750,000

Serra Clubs, Knights of Columbus, Catholic Daughters

Major Donors
Leadership gifts from throughout the western United States

Major Donors
$1.3 million

Individuals
Catholics interested in supporting priestly formation

Grants
From Foundations interested in supporting priestly formation
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The Heart of Christ
COR CHRISTI

“I will give you
shepherds after my
own heart, who
will feed you with
knowledge and
understanding.”
Jeremiah 3:15

COR CHRISTI
QUICK FACTS
• The Congregation for Clergy has announced new, more
rigorous requirements for a “Propaedeutic Phase” before
men begin seminary.
• Bishop White Seminary is developing the Cor Christi
program to fulfill these requirements.
• Participants in Cor Christi will live in a separate building
called McGivney Hall, which was purchased for this
purpose.
• Programmatic elements of Cor Christi are not yet finalized
because the 6th Edition of the Program for Priestly
Formation is not yet promulgated. In keeping with
expected requirements, however, it will be a separate and
distinct program with heavy emphasis on human and
spiritual formation.
• Approximately $3.6 million is needed for the building and
renovations which are scheduled to begin Summer 2021.
• The fundraising campaign will rely on gifts from
(Arch)dioceses, Catholic organizations, and individuals
throughout the region.
• Cor Christi will serve candidates from throughout the
Western United States, and is expected to launch in Fall
2022.
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Donations may be made at
BishopWhiteSem.org
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